SAMPLE LETTER TO CONGRESS

(LETTERHEAD)
Enter Date
The Honorable (Full Name)
(Room #) (Name) (Senate or House) Office Building
United States (Senate or House of Representatives)

Washington, DC (20510 for Senate; 20515 for House)
Dear (Senator or Congressman/woman):

My name is (Full Name) and I am a member of the (Enter Tribe) in (State). I currently serve as the (Job Title) for the (Tribe or Organization).  We have concerns regarding the President’s proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2011 and are requesting your support in funding several important housing initiatives.
As you may be aware, housing conditions and the availability of housing in Indian Country fall far below those of the general U.S. population.  According to the 2000 U.S. Census, nearly 12 percent of Native American households lack plumbing compared to 1.2 percent of the general U.S. population, and Indian households are nearly three times more likely to be severely overcrowded.  The following programs for Native housing help alleviate these disparities:
· The Indian Housing Block Grant:  The President’s 2011 budget request seeks $580 million for this program, which provides the bulk of the federal funding for Indian housing.  This amount is 17% less than the level enacted for 2010 and is the lowest single-year funding amount for the IHBG since the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act became law in 1996. We request that the IHBG program be funded at $875 million.
· The Indian Community Development Block Grant (ICDBG):  The ICDBG funds essential infrastructure for our communities, including sewer and running water.  While we are grateful for the President’s request of $65 million, rising costs and associated inflationary factors have hampered the development of infrastructure in Indian Country. Accordingly, we request that this program be funded at $100 million.
· The National American Indian Housing Council (NAIHC) Training and Technical Assistance (T&TA) Program:  NAIHC’s T&TA Program enables Indian tribes to effectively manage and carry out Indian housing activities by providing on-site training and technical assistance.  The President’s 2011 budget request zeroed out funding for NAIHC’s Training and Technical Assistance Program, and we urge your support in restoring these funds to $4.8 million.
These programs are vital for Indian Country.  We look forward to working with your office on these issues in the coming months and encourage your support in funding these programs.

Sincerely,







Your Name






Job Title

